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A Man for
the Ages
A Story of the Builders

of Democracy

By Irving Bacheller

Oopjrtibt Erring Baebeller

ABE LINCOLN

Synopsis Samson and Barah
Traylor with their two children
Joalah and Betsey travel by wagon
In the summer of 1831 from their
home In Vergennes VL to the
West the land of plenty Their
destination Is the Country of the
Sangamon In Illinois At Niagara
Falls tliey meet a party of Imml- -

frants among them a youth named
ohn McNeil who also decides to go

to the Sangamon country In theswamp flats of Ohio and Indiana
they begin to be troubled with
fever and ague

CHAPTER II Continued

I shnll neer forget that day spent
In n lonely pnrt of the woods the
good woman wrote to her brother It
endeared the children to mo moro than
any day I can remember They
brought water from the week a great
quantity and told mo stories and
cheered me In every way they could
My faith In Gods protection was per-
fect

¬

and In spite of my misery the
children were a great comfort In
tho middle of the afternoon Samson
returned with a doctor and some tools
and a stick of seasoned timber now
cood he looked when he enrao and
Knelt by my bed and kissed mel This
Is a hard Journey but a woman can
bear anything with such u ninn The
doctor said I would be nlL right In
three days and I was

Late that afternoon It began to
rain Samson was singing as he
worked on his wheel A traveler
came along on horseback and saw
our plight lie was a joung mission-
ary

¬

going west Samson began to
pojte with him

Toure a happy man for one In
BO much trouble said tho stranger

Then I heard Samson say Well
Blr Im In a fix where happiness Is
absolutely necessary Its like grease
on the wagon wheels wo couldnt
go on without It When o need any¬

thing we make It If we can My wife
Is sick and the wngon Is broke and Its
mining and night Is near lu a lone ¬

some country and It aint a real good
ttmo for me to be down In the mouth

Is It now We hacnt broke nny
bones or had an earthquake or been
scalped by Indians so theres some
room for happiness

Look here stranger 1 like you
snd the man If theres anything I
can do to help ye Ill stop a while

He spent the night with them and
helped mend the felly and set the
tire

Tho feer and ngue passed from
one to another and all were sick
before the Jouiney ended although
Samson kept the reins In hand
through his misery There were mnny
breaks to mend but Samsons inge
nuity was nluujs equal to the task

One day near nightfall they were
overtaken by a tall handsome Yankee
lad riding a pony Ills pony stopped
beside the wagon and looked toward
the travelers as If appealing for help
The boy was pointing toward tho hori ¬

zon and muttering Sarah saw at
once that his mind was wandering In
the delirium of fever Sho got out
of tho wagon and took his hand The
moment she did so ho began crying

--tlko a child
This boy Is sick she said to Sam

eon who came and helped him off
bis horse They camped for the night
and put the boy to bed and gavo him
medicine nnd tender care Ho was
too sick to travel next day The Tray
lors stajed with him nnd nursed tho
lad until he was able to go on lie
was from Niagara county New York
nnd his name was Harry Needles
Ills mother had died when ho was
ten and his father had married again
Ho had not been happy In his home
utter that and his father had given
Mm a pony and a hundred dollars
nnd sent him away to seek his own
fortune Homesick and lonely and III
land just going west with a sublime
alth that the West would somehow

provide for him he might even hae
perished on the way If he had not fail
Vn In with friendly people His story
had touched the heart of Sarch and
JJanson He was a big green gentle
jrcsrtfd country boy who hod set out
xtVed with hope and tho love of ad
Tuiture Sarah found pleasure In
ruothcrlng tho poor lad and so It
happened thnt he became no of their

little nnrty He was helpful nnd good- -
liatured ind had sundry arts that
pleased the children Tho tnan and
the woman liked the big honest lad

One InT be said to Samson I
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hope you wont mind If I go along
with you sir

Glad to have you with as said
Srimson WWd talked It over If
you want to you can come along
with us and our home shall bo yours
nnd Ill do whats right by you

They fared along through Indiana
nnd over tho wldo savannas of Illi-

nois
¬

and on the ninety seventh day
of their journey they drove through
rolling grassy flowering prairies and
up a long hard hill to the small log
cabin settlement of New Salem Illi-

nois
¬

on the shore of the Saugnraon
They halted about noon In the middle
of this little prnlrlo village opposite
a small clapboard house A sign hung
over Its door which bore the rudely
lettered words Ilutledges Tavern

A long slim stoop shouldered young
man snt In the shade of an oak tree
that stood near 1 corner of the tavern
with a number of children playing
around him He sat leaning against
the tree trunk reading u hook Ho
had risen as they canto near and stood
looking at them with the book under
his arm Samson says In his diary
that he looked tlko an untrlmmed
yearling colt about sixteen hands
high He got up slow and kept rising
till his bush of black tousled hair was
six feet four nbove the ground Then
he put on an old sttnw hat without
any band on It He reminded me of
Philemon Bakers fish rod he was
that nnrrer For humllncss Id natch
him against the world His hldo was
kind o yaller and leathery I could
see he wns still In the gristle a llttlo
oer twenty hut his face wns marked
up by worry and weather like n mans
I never saw mi body so long between
Joints Dont hnrdly sec hv he
could tell when his feet cot cold

He wore a hickory shirt without n
collar or coat or Jacket One suspen-
der

¬

held up his coatse llnsey trousers
the legs of which fitted closely nnd
cdmo only to a blue yarn zone above
his heavy cowhide shoes Samson
writes that he fetched a sneeze and
wiped his big noso with a red hand-
kerchief

¬

as he stood surveying them
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Come All the Way From Vermont7

Abe Asked

In silence while Dr John Allen who
had sat on the doorstep reading a
paper a kindly faced man of middle
nge with a short white beard under
Ills chin greeted them Jieerfully

Where do you lull from the
Doctor asked

Vermont said Snmson
All the way In that wagon
Yes sir
I guess youre made o the right

stuff said the Doctor Wheroye
bouud

Dont know exactly Going to take
a claim somewhere

Theres no better country than
right here This Is the Cannan of
America Wo need people like you
Unhitch your team nnd have some
dinner and well talk things over after
youre rested Im tho doctor here nnd
I ride all over this part o the country
I reckon I know It pretty well

A woman In a neat calico dress
came out of the door n strog bullt
and rather well flavored woman with
blonde hair and dark eyes

Mrs Butledge these are travelers
from tho East said the Doctor

Give em some dinner and If they
cant pay for It I can Theyre came
all the way from Vermont

Good land 1 Come right In an rest
yerselyes Abe you show tho gentle
man where to put his horses an lend
him a hand

Abe extended his long arm toward
Snroson and said Howdy as they
shook lianas

When his big hand got bold- - of
mine I kind of felt his timber Sam
son writes I says to myself Theres
a man It would be hard to tip over In
a rassie

Whats yer name How long ye
been traveling My conscience Aint
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re woregutl tho hospitable Mr
ItutledtwVBs asking as she went I art
lhHtiiC7ll CnnSt 0nrilliTl
dicnyfet go nnd mix upvItV hS
Mlla2wmCnnil let yer mother Test
wmier gif dinner sno said to joa
nnd Betsey nnd lidded as fillb took
Snrahi shawl nnd boiiiict You lop
down apTpest eiself while Tm
nroumltWIiro

ComSnul the way from Vermont
Abo nskejns he and Snmson were
unhitching

Ycsir r
By JlnJQ the slim giant exclnlfncd

I rncknft rnii feel like tlirmvln off
ycr harness an takln a roll InMbe
grass- -

CHAPTER III

Wherelnthe Reader Is Introduced to
Offuta Store and Hit Clerk Abe and
the Scholar Jack Kelso and His
Cabin and His Daughter Dim end
Gets a First Look at Lincoln

They hnti a dinner of prnlrlo chick
ens and rpast venison flavored with
wild grape Jelly and creumed potatoes
and cookies and doughnuts alld raisin
pie It wns a well cooked dinner
served on vhlto linen In a clean room
and whllo they were eutlng the sym
pathetic landlady stood by tho table
enger to learn of their travels and to
mnke them fiel at home Tho good
food nnd their kindly welcome and
tho beauty of tho rolling wooded
pmlrles softened the regret which had
been growing In their hearts and
which only the children had dared
to expres

Ierlinps we haent made a mis-
take

¬

nfter all Sarah whispered when
the dinner was oer I like these
people nnd the prairies are beautiful

-- 11 isnie lancl of plenty nt last
said Samson as they cnino out of
doors lt Is eeu better than I
thought 1

--as uougms jerroiu swa 01 Austra-
lia

¬

ITIekle It with n hoe and It
laughs with n harvest sold Dr
Allen who still snt In the Blinded
doorynrd smoking his plp I hnvo
an extra rhorso nnd saddle Suppose
you lonctlie family with Mrp Itut- -

icugennarritic urouna witn me a uttio
this nfternoon J enn show you how
the landjjjlcs off to the west of us
and toinoirow well look ntthe other
side

Thnuk you I wnnt to look nrounJ
here n tllttle snld Samson Whats
the nmno of ihts plnco

New Salem We call It a village
It has n - mill a cnrdlng machine a
tavern aschoolhouse five stores
fourteen houses two or three men of
genius nun u noisy damr Its ncrudo
but gt owing plaro nnd soon It will
lme nil tho embellishments of civi-

lized
¬

life
Thnt eenlng mnny of tho Inhabit

ants of the little village came to the
tavern to see tho travelers nud Woro
Introduced by Dr Allen Slost of
them hnd come from Kentucky nl
though there were two Yankeo fam-
ilies

¬

who bad moved on from Ohio
These are good folks said the

Doctor There nro others who are
not so good I could show you some
pretty rough customers nt Clarys
Grove not far from here Wo have
to take things as they are and do
our best to hiflijo em better

Any Indians Sarah asked
You see one now nnd then but

theyre peaceable Most of cm have
gone with he buffaloes farther west
Now and then a circuit rider gets
here and preaches to us Youll hear
tlu Kcicrcnd Stephen Nuckles If you
settle In these parts Ho can holler
louder than ahy mnn In the state

The tinern wns the only house In
New Snlem wlth stnlrs In It stairs
so steep as Samson writes Jhat they
were first cousins to the ladder
There were four small rooms above
them Two of these were separated
by a partition of cloth hanging from
the rafters In ench vns a bed end
bedstead oW smaller tieds on the
floor In case there were n number
of adult guests tho bedstead was
screened wlh sheels hung upon
strings In one of theso rooms the
travelers bnd a night of refreshing
sleep

After ijdlng two days with the
Doctor Snmson bought the claim of
one Isaacs GollnlxirNo n hnlf section
of Innd a little more linn a rale from
the westernend of tho village Oe
chose n site for his house on the
edge of an open prairie

Now woHgo over and see Abe
snld Dr Allen after the deal was
piade Hes the best man with an
ax nnd n saw In Ibis part of the
country He clerks for Mr Offut
Abe Lincoln Is one of tio best fellows
thnt eer lived a rough diamond JUst
out of the great tnlne of the West that
only needaHobe cut and polished

Denton Jffuts store was n small
log struetureRbout twenty by twenty
which stood near the brpw of the
hill enst of Itntledges tavern When
they entered It Abe Iny at full length
on the counter his heart resting on a
bolt of blno denlra as be studied n
Jmnk In litshnd He wore the same
shirt nnd 4Qrte suspender and llnsey
trousers which he hnd worn hi lie
doorynrd oftttie tnvjern but s fret
were covered only by il Mue yarn
socks K

ffi
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SZrT w a general store rH oTjexetitTi
muorg ciueny thos of tea coffc
tobacco muscovado sutfitrand Molt
W There was a ceunte ou w

Id Dolts of cthfuHWtly eak
weris plied on the far em of life rliM
counter as one ehteredjimltbe near
ead held a showcase c6iinlnla a
display of cutlery pewter spoons
Jewelry find fishing iarkje There
were iouhle windows on either side
of the rough board door with Its woed
en latch The lert counter held a
cas filled vltii tfircads bnttoH
combs colored ribbons and belts nnd
Jews harps A bnlnnco stood In foe
middle of this coupler A chest of
ten a big brown jug a box of ena
dies n keg nnd a largo wooden pail
occupied Its farther- - end Tho shelv ¬

ing on Its side walls waa tilled hy
straw hats plug tobacco bolts at
cloth pills and parent medicines and
paste board boxes containing shirts
handkerchiefs and utiderwear At tit
rear end of tho store vma a large fire¬

place There were two chairs near
the fireplace both of which were oc-
cupied

¬

by a an who sat In 0110
white his feet Iny on tho other He
wore n cnlico shirt with a fanciful
design of morning glories on It print ¬

ed Iq appropriate colors a cotlnr of
the same raaterlnl and a red necktie

Abe laid nsldo his book and rose
to a sitting posture

Pardon me trou see tha firm Is
busy sold Abe You know Eb 7nne
used to spy that ho was never so
busy In his life as when ho lay on bis
back with a broken leg He said he
had to work twcuty our hours a day
doln nolliln an could never git an
hour off But a broken teg Is not
so bad as a Intno Intellect Thnt lays
you out with the fevor an ague of
Ignorance Jack Kelso recommended
Klrkhams pills and poultices of po-
etry

¬

Im trying both nnd slowly get ¬

ting the better of IL Ive learned
three conjugations between customers
this nfternoon

The sleeper whoso namo was Wil
liam Berry rose and stretched him
self nnd ivus Introduced to --trier new ¬

comer He was a short genial mnn
of some thirty years with blonde
curly hair and mustache His fat
checks had n col r as definite as hat
Of tho blossoms on his shirt qtfw
rather soiled His prominent hoso
shnrcd their jbot of ruddy opulence
His gray eyes wore a look of apology

Mr Traylor this Is Mr William
Berry said Dr Allen Mr Trayldr
lias Just acquired nrr Interest 1n nil our
Institutions He has bought the Goll
aher tract and Is going to build a
house and some fences --Abe couldnt
you help getthQ jtjmbejVfpatrni a
hurry so wo can have u raising within
n week You know tho arts of the
ax better thnn nny of us

Abo looked ut Samson
1 reckon bo nnd I would make a

good tenra with the ax ho said He
looks as If ho could push a house
down wlh 0110 hand and build It up
with the other You can bet Ill be
glad to help In any way I cnn

Well nil torn In and iielp I should
think Bill or Jack Kelso could look
after the store for a few dns said
tho Doctor I promised to take Mr
Traylor over to Jack Kelsos tonight
Couldnt you come along

Good I Well nave a story tollln
and get Jack to unllmber his guns
said Abe

Jack Kelsos cnbln one of two which
stood close together at tbo western
end of the village was lighted by- - the
cheery blaze of dry logs In Its fire-
place

¬

There were guns cu a rack
over the fireplace under a bucks head
a powder horn lmnglus near them on
Its string looped over a nail There
were wolf and deer and bear pelts on
the floor Tho skins of foxs rac
coons and wildcats adorned the log
walls Jack Kelso wa a blond
smooth faced good looking merry
hearted Scot about forty years old
of a rather slight build 6O10 five
feet eight Inches tall That Is all
that any one knew of him save that
be spent most of his time hunting
and fishing nnd seemed to have all
the best things which great men had
snld or written on the tip of Ills
tongue

Tho bw torn

TO HE CONTINUED

Book as Granaries
Books are the great clvlllzen

of the race the storehouses of knowl- -

edge tho granaries of Intellectual
food Therefore to aesignnto in all can ¬

dor which books of those that are
made arc Indeed public pabulum and
which are straw carefully and con
sclentlously to examine and explain
one man for tho million the publica ¬

tions which are conducive or detri ¬

mental In whole or In pnrt to learn-
ing and progress Is one of the jnost
Important and noblest works In which
man can be engaged wblla to prosit
tuto the powers requjslje fpr ucj a
position tsonerot the tabest Hubf r
Howe Bancroft 4 -

At a safo dtaice we do not heal
Into to sny that ttje prizefighters art
no bettef thaatWjr sfcoaia M

J1

Much NetosfirlfH lmfwted
Of the newsprint paper- used by

Jktiietlcjin licwspafws ojilydne thlrd
Is made In tiiti United Mates from
Wod giQwn lUythla fouattTi Thtf rest
is cither Imported w mndc from jm
ported wood m Jitilp Tlie United
tJtatcs hns enormous orcst resources
In her nortfiwest nd In Alaska If
pulp- - mills were properly located td
handlfi the Vnw mntcrial
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ftfiave With Cutlcura Soap

Asd double your razor efficiency aa
well as promote skin purity akin can
fort1 atld akin healths No Omgr so
141017 sep no germs no Waste bo
irritation even when shave twice
AUljr One soap for all oses avlntr
bathing and shampooing Advertisement

the Mst Chipper Mart
Who wns Jt snld that life 1 like

poker gatuej1 j
DUnno but he wns wronganyway

In poker jta tlia gayest man lat has
the bluest

No ugly grimy streaks on the
clothes when Bed Cross Ball Blue is
used Good bluing gets good results
All grocers carry it Oc Advertisement

Ono llttlo totubstono may tell a big
story

The rhyme wne casualties nre un- -

buiio

Dont Go From Bad to Worsil
Are you alwsys weak miserabte and

half sick Then Its time you found
out what is wrong Kidney weakness
causes much suffering from backache
lameness stiffness and rheumatic pains
and II neglected brings danger of
serious troubles dropsy gravel and
Bright disease Dont delay Use
DoanB Kidney PilU Thy have
helped thousands and should help yoa
Atk your neighbor

A Missouri Case
Mrs C P Ores- -

ory College St
Ash Qrovo Mo1
cava t had trnu- -
ble with my kid
neys it Dcpan witha dull constant
ache through the
smaii 01 my oacK
When I bent my
back wab so lame Ij
fcardly managed tol
atralghten I-- was
d 1 cijr and saw
black specks My
kidneys acted lr- -
reeularly Doana

141 EmNttwi
ijnrsasnr

Sfivtrw m
Kidney Pills soon cured me of all th
Wdney ailments
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BLACKHEADS
PIMFHES AND BOILS

You should regard the a a out
breaks as danger sbjnslj They are
a sure sign something la wrong
within Look to your Wood At
once The poisonous Impurities
have collected in your circulation
until tha danger point has been
reached Start right now today
to purify your blood with S 8 S

Pot Sptaitt Bookht cr torlndUwidumldrlefrllhoutohardt
writ Chhf Mtdictl dtitorSSS Co ppt47AtUnt6Oct S a atjoutdtViMi

SS s
The Standard Blood Purifier

OiMrW lUnkfer lwb a meff UE
MIWW MS BU6MC ima

JWtfW0itt SYRUP
IW Uub a4 Casw1i Vlir

Children crow bthy and In mm

irein eoue aittroova ntnincy
caaitlpatkn and other trouble U
siren It at Utlilnff tima
Bif Dleaiant almurs brlnn M
Btarkabl and sraOfrtac rcraltsJ
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sbHsbbbbbbW Pesky Bed Bugsr u u
Try iust ones V O O

Pesky Devils Quietus a a
preventive or to rid 84Buss Roaches Fleas and
Anta-- Rvmrv fumllv ahnnM

e P D Q house cleaning
time to guard against tha
Pesky Devils and to prevent
moths P D Q ts not an
Insect powder but Is a new
chemical that kill insects
and their eggs Each pack ¬
age contains free a patent
opqut to enable you to get
to the at places
and saves tha Juice

A cent package makes
one quart enough to kill a
million Insects and their eggs
Your druggist haK cr can
get it or you Katie prepaid
upon receipt crprica by the
Owl Chemical Works Terre
Haute Ind
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